spring £ Summar 18

Issue 23

The Dasign Issue

A season of life and style




WAROEE Sy T i,
Inshibn group ! o~
bl Chini. Dudses :
?';'Illﬂ fll‘l-lﬂ'llﬂbj-"l'll.u

i,



Finding Form

Meet the women blazing a trail in architecture and design

WORDS BEN OLSEN

Architects and designens ane somea of our most visionary
craators, mastasrminding enduring cultural axpressions
from city skylines 1o home interiors that can it our mood,
shape how wa live, and change the way we see the world.
And although histoncally the industry has besn dominated
by men - as glancing &t any kst of the so-called "starchitects’
will 18l you - there's a new wave of women redrassing the
balance by pushing boundanss ana making a nama for
themsaives, while providing inspiration 1o those who foliow.

Tha announcernant aarlierthis yaar that Maxican architect
Frida Escobedo had bean sslecied to design the 2018
Serpanting Pavilion signalled tha |atest in & serigs of
high-profile projects halmed by & woman. Escobedo is
the youngest architect ever awarded this prestigious com-
mission and tha first solo woman 1o take on the projact
since Zaha Hadid back in 2000, The latest project from
& global portfolio that Includes sione nteriors, Aztac-in-
spired installations and an art gallery in Cusmavaca, Mex-
ica, Escobedo’s Serpenting design comprises an en-
closed courtyard with lattice walls ingpired by Mexican
celosia - & traditional form that aliows breazes 1o liiter
through a home - bringing a bold aesthatic 1o Hyde Park
from June. *| hope visitors wilifind it tobe a space in which

the passage of time feals a bit hazy — fun yet meditative,
and hopafully engaging the senses in unaxpaoiad ways,”
Escobedo says of the design. "On a more practical laval,
| ervision it 85 a good space for comersation, for gatting
out of the sun, for splashing around in the water a fittle bit®

Mearwhila, Amanda Leveta's compiehon of & stunning
porcelain-tiled fagade, courtyard and sublerranean gallery
at the VEA last year furthar affimmed her status &s one of
the world's most prominent architects. Levete's glittering
career has seen her cormplete a string of statemant-mak-
ing projects that include Lisbon's shimmafing MAAT gal-
lery on the banks of the Tagus Hiver, Birmingham's instant-
ly regognisable Selfriages bullding and the central
embassy in Bangkok, picking up RIBA's Stirling Prize and
a CBE along the way. Yet It hasn't been easy for talentad
women such as Levera 10 assar thamselves in such a
male-cominatad Indusing

Danish architect Dorte Mandrup wamead last year that
oefining architects by gander has haelpad parpetuata tha
problem. *| am not & female architect. | aman architect,”
she said in an open letter published on Dezeen, “Rarely are
women known as lemale sccountants; female lawyers,
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fernale taxi drivers or female {oumalists. Bul
'female architects" sasms 1o be an unshaks-
able phrase.” She continuad o outhng her
desira for a mind shifl that woukd allow met
and Wwomen 1o work and competa within e
game pararmaters, "Known simply as good
archifectung”

Yot based on the findings of the Architec!
Journals recant “Wamean in Architeciura
repnrt, thal visian stll saems a liftle way oit
Pointing o the parsisience of @ pay gap, a
poweer Imbalance and sinking number ol wom-
20N XD NnCEng _-'“l'..u_"u: rarassmeant or dis
criminationat work in the pasi year, the repord
shone a light on a saddening Senes of Truths
at the reart of grehitacture. With average pay
- agpacially at 8 more senior leveal =-signif

cantly higher formale architects and evidence
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of cargar progression being hinderad by ma-
temity, it's clear that women's success has
come m spite of stark gender inequalities

Chiming with this raality, curmently felt across
many sectors giobally and strengthaned by
the #MeToo and #TimesUp debates, London
waicomed the launch of 3 women-anhky mearm-
bers’ club o coincide with Intamational Wom-
en's Day in March. The AllBright in Bloomsbury
& located in a five-storey Georgian townhousa
[Rat Nas Deen S8 Up 35 2 supportive space
or professional women to soclalise, network,
debate and wark out, with the aim:to healp

Crange the economic landscape for wamen,

Katia Earl and Emma Rayner of intarior archi-
tecture and design studio No.12 were behind

its dasign. "It's amazing (o 588 50 many

paonie who ame supportive of the idea ® savs
Rayner of The AllBright's concept. *It couldn’
D& more reevant than nghl now.” | heir studio,
Wwhich palrs Earls intenor architecture back-

ground with Rayner's lurniture design expe-
rience, 100k on this project six months ago.
with a bret 1o create an insplrational space
For wiaimien in the capital

RCCOriNgG 1o Rayner, good intenior desonisn't
about overcomplicating things. "With this
propect, we wanted o Creale something that
veas o worman but definiiaby motl girfy -thearg’s
delibarately no pink and the ook is sophisti-
cated rather than overdrgssed " Tha No i
team opied 1o decorate The AlIBright with &
oend of vintage and reconditioned furniture
with bespoke paces and elemeants of Scan-

dinavian design. Codenamed ‘Projact Woolf
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[alter the Bloomsbury Group's calebrated
writer) 1or the duration of tha builld, the design
for each floor directly relates 1o one of the
women in the artistic collective, including
painter Vanessa Bell, novelist Vita Sack-
ville=¥west and, of course, Virginia Woolf,
whose name graces the library

wWith the recent completion of a series of lux-
ury canalside fiats in the Gradea li-listed, cast-
ran gasholgers in King's Cross - also under
their beh, the No12 team have had & busy year
And with the increased exposure that's sure
1o come froim acing such high-profie prolects.

the studio's future [ooks exceptionally bright

One Londan creathe fully established on the
architecture circuil is Sally Mackerath. Having
studied at the naliowead Archileciural
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WoleH 1 o0l of ﬁtlf niteciurs, which 8130

birthed Richard Rogers and Laha |
Mackerath s2t up her award-winning arch

leciural prai DacK m =S

& can have,”

Likening hér nole to that of a conjuror, Mar
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in Switzerland and Foster + Parners in Lon-
don, she launchiad her own oesign Studo,
Dasign Haus Liberty, from her living rom
aged |ust 28. Things quickly gathered pace
with a seres of architecture and design proj-
ects eaming her plenty of critical praise and
atlowing for rapld expansion. Yet Huang Says
succass hasn't Come easy.

*| didn't have any platform belore staring out,”
she says, pointing to tha wealthy backgrounds
ot many of the starchitects. | was jst an ar-
ehitect who was passionate about what they
were doing and | always wanied 10 nave my
own business. | think it helped to be a bit
young and naive - | didn’t raally ook at the
compeatition or what the industry meant - |
was just doing something 1 loved.”

Five years on and Huang employs 30 staft
and courting, specialising in what Huang cafls
out-at-tha-box thinking. On the horizon are
Cartler store launches, a8 huge fashion tech
sower in China, experiential store fit-outs and
an aftordable housing schame that promises
1o push boundaries. “We do things 10 make
people think ditferently about the space
they're inacross all sectors: more interesling
offices, homes, retall spaces. It's all about the
interaction betwesan human and emvirgnman -

Although Huang recognisas vast gender di-
vides within tha industry, she's focused on
making it work for her and har team. "My office
is famale-led. boutlque, high design and in-
1ermational, 8o gender isn't an lesue but with-
In the industry there are sterectypes about
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women.” she says. “But if you project yoursel!
a certain way it can be poweriul 1o De 3 worm-
an and it Is great o stand out. As the industry
is 30 male dominated, it's great that woman
are bullding a volce and being supporive and
demanstrating how they can achieve INiNgs-
It sats a good exampie 10 others who think,
‘Can | achieve thig?™"

Tha answer 1o which - thanks 1o plongers such
as Huang, Mackereth and others - s InCieas-
ingly yes.




